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Annotasiya:Ganja is one of the oldest cities. The natural geographical area of Ganja,
which is more than four thousand years old, has encouraged the development of high urban
culture and traditions of statehood. Ganja, located at the junction of the West and the East,
has become the battlefield of many conquerors trying to conquer the world. Under the
leadership of heroes such as Jamard Kassab, Usta Bandar, and Javad Khan, thousands of
brave young men showed bravery in battles with the enemy and wrote their names forever in
the heroic annals of Azerbaijan with the blood they spilled on the holy land of the
Motherland. Ganja has always been at the forefront of the struggle for statehood and
freedom. Great Leader Heydar Aliyev said about Ganja: Ganja is a land that reflects the rich
history of Azerbaijan and the Azerbaijani people, it is a beautiful city. All of us - every
Azerbaijani, regardless of where we live, should be proud of Ganja, its ancient and rich
history.

Key words: Medieval period, Ganja, military field, origin of the name Ganja,
craftsmanship, composition of its population

Acar sozlor: Orta osrlor dovrii, Gonco, horb meydani, Gonco adinin monsayi,
sonotkarliq, ohalisinin torkibi

KuoueBnbie ciioBa: CpeqHEeBEKOBBIN Mepuo, ['sHKa, BOGHHOE T0JIE, POUCXOKICHUE
Ha3BaHUA [ sTHKa, peMeciia, COCTaB ee HaceJlIeHusl.

Introduction

Ganja is the second largest city of Azerbaijan after Baku. It is located on important
trade junctions and transport corridors. There are different opinions about the emergence of
the name of the city of Ganja. So, before Islam, there are opinions that it got its name from
Ghazna and the government center called Jarza by the Arabs, near Maragha, where the ruins
of Takht-Siileyman are located today. After the occupation of the city by Russia, it was
named "Yelizavetpol” in honor of the queen, and "Kirovabad" after the name of the Russian
communist who occupied the place after the Soviet rule. However, the name Ganja continued
to be used among the people [7, s. 46-47].

In ancient times, the city was not called Ganja, but Ganja or Kanche. The first
component of this word is 'kan’, kaan, kagan, khan; means judge, commander. The second
part of the word -ca (-ce, -cha,- che) means place, homeland.The words Ganja, Ganja, Kance
mean the place of the khan, the khan's home, the place where the khan sits.It is interesting that
until the beginning of the 20th century, the name Ganja and Khan were preserved in the
language of the local people in the mountainous areas in the southern part of Ganja. There is
also an old center called Ganja in South Azerbaijan. Sometimes they even called Tabriz
Ganja. This confirms that the expression Ganja means the capital [6]. The sun, moon and
eight-pointed star, which are the symbols of the city, are the reflection of the coat of arms of
Ganja Khan Javad Khan, who fought against foreign invaders and died in this struggle in
1804. In the emblem, the sun is a symbol of eternal life; the moon-eternal light symbol (used
more as a symbol of freedom than white light); eight-pointed star (symbol of the sun); oak
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leaf on the moon - a symbol of greatness, longevity and wisdom; the green background is a
symbol of Islam.

The city of Ganja, which has an ancient and glorious historical past, has been
geographically displaced five times during its millennia-long existence. Based on historical
and archeological data, it is possible to say that neighborhoods were formed in Ganja before
Christ, and they developed and expanded from the first medieval period. Most of the
neighborhoods with such important urban planning units preserved their existence until the
first half of the last century. Neighborhoods such as Potters, Sharbaflar, Painters,
Blacksmiths, Coppersmiths, Glaziers, Gardeners, Butchers, Zarrabi, Allafs, Dabbags,
Sabzavad, Ozan, Arabli, Attars were formed in the ancient area of the city and maintained
their existence for a long time. Apart from these listed neighborhoods, Imamli, Sofulu,
Kharabat, Residential neighborhoods such as Sarraclar, Sarvanlar, Seyidlar, Mastchilar,
Colek, Khasa yeri, Gavurkiiche were also chosen for their important position in the socio-
political, economic and cultural life of Ganja city. Various characteristic information found in
sources and scientific literature analyzed, the existence of residential neighborhoods called
Tuyugchu, Gajarlar, Garamanli, Khalfali, Sharafkhanli, Tabrizli, Shatyrgoren, Allahdad,
Shoyliibeyli, Arazbar, Daylagchilar, Dallaklilar, Noyudchilar, Sadilli, Khojali, Shamli in
Ganja since the early medieval period was determined. This is an important indicator of the
city's culture for centuries neighborhoods have played an important role in maintaining
multicultural, tolerant values as guardians of coexistence traditions [2, 5.158-164].

In the middle of the 7th century, Ganja was conquered by the Arabs and became the
scene of battles between the Khazar Turks and the Arabs. Even before the arrival of the
Arabs, the Turks used it as a meadow and a winter camp. Ganja became a "Turkmen city"
with the Oghuz sent here by Malikshah. At the beginning of the 13" century, Ganja was
considered the most beautiful city in Asia Minor.Ganja, which has a very strong cultural life,
is also the place where the genius Poet Nizami lived during the Atabay era. Even for a while,
the Mongols did not dare to enter Ganja, whose economic life was highly developed, when
they marched to Azerbaijan (1221). Ganja was known as a Muslim city in the 13" century.
Realizing that the Mongols who came again in 1235 would take the city, the people
completely destroyed Ganja and were massacred by the Mongols in return.Later, Ganja was
subjected to marches during the time of Amir Teymur and was destroyed. During the 16" and
18™ centuries, the Ottoman-Safavid wars over Azerbaijan also affected Ganja [7].

During the 13" and 14™ centuries, this city was recognized as one of the important
centers of Azerbaijan and the entire Caucasus with its high production and many important
architectural buildings.Satin, silk and cotton were produced in Ganja.These products were in
great demand in the foreign market. An important part of the export was the export of
weapons.At that time, there was also a mint in the city. In this mint, coins were minted in the
name of many rulers, including the Khan of the Golden Horde, Janibey Khan, and Ghazan
Khan of the Hulakus. According to the historian M. Heydarov, the city of Ganja was the main
trade and craft center of Azerbaijan at that time along with the cities of Tabriz, Maragha,
Ardabil and Khoy. There were many craft workshops and covered markets. In the 16%
century, during the Safavid period, a new era began in the rise of Ganja. The city of Ganja
was the center of the Karabakh governorate. But this period of prosperity did not last long.
The Safavid-Ottoman wars that took place in the second half of the 16" century seriously
hindered the development of the city.In 1579, Ottoman ally Crimean Khan Mustafa Geray
invaded and looted the city of Ganja. As a result of the Safavid-Ottoman war, the city came
under Ottoman rule. In 1606, Safavid Shah Abbas | recaptured Ganja and ordered the
relocation of the city. According to researcher M. Altman, the city was moved 7 km to the
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southeast. It is reported that a castle was built here in 1588. Undoubtedly, the relocation of the
city had a negative impact on its development. Nevertheless, according to Evliya Celebi, there
were six thousand houses in the city in the middle of the 17" century. The city's population
showed loyalty to national-spiritual values and tolerant traditions in the later periods, as
before the last migration that occurred at the end of the 16™-early 17" century. In connection
with the weakening of the Safavid state at the end of the 16th century, Ganja province and its
central city became the arena of long-lasting wars. This, in turn, could not affect the
quantitative (number) and quality (seismic, social, ethnic indicators) composition of the
population. For this reason, the study of the demographic situation of the population, its
dynamics of growth and decline is extremely important for understanding the social and
political events that took place in that period.

According to the information provided by the historian and diplomat Oruj Bey Bayat,
who was the Safavid ambassador in the palace of the Spanish king in 1599-1602, the
population of Ganja is 225,000 people.Taking into account the significant revival of Ganja's
social and economic life from the beginning of the 15th century to the end of the 16th century,
and the partial restoration of its lost position after the Mongol attack we can agree with this
number.

This corresponded to a population of about thirty thousand.According to the Dutch
traveler Cornelis de Bruijn in 1703, the city of Ganja was 4 times bigger than Shamakhi.
Caravanserai, baths and other buildings built in the city during the reign of Shah Abbas I have
survived to this day [1].

In one of the sources from the 18" century, it is reported that the population of Ganja is
generally engaged in animal husbandry, sericulture, mining (quartz and iron extraction),
beekeeping, crafts and trade. In the textile industry, silk products and fabrics occupied the
main place.There were 30 looms in the city for the production of red, white and thin cloth
called "celami”. Apart from these, there were 6 workshops producing copper vessels, two
coppersmiths and two dyeing workshops. Thanks to the favorable geographical conditions of
the Ganjachay valley, people have settled in this region since the Neolithic period (7th-6th
centuries BC). Archaeological remains of primitive settlements called Gillidag confirm this
idea. In the Eneolithic period and later periods (5-3" centuries BC), the region was inhabited
by the population engaged in agriculture and animal husbandry. In addition to agriculture,
semi-nomadic animal husbandry also played an important role in the economic activity of the
people. The invention of bronze stimulated the production of metal based on the raw materials
of Dashkasan and Gadabey deposits, and helped the development of pottery. This region
gave rise to the Kura-Araz archaeological civilization of the First Bronze Age (IV-III
centuries BC), and the Khojaly civilization in the Middle Bronze Age.

It was completely separated from the Safavids in 1722 and ruled as a province of the
Ottoman Empire until 1735.During this period, 100 of the 1344 villages under the Ganja-
Karabagh Beylarbey were part of Ganja. In 1747, an independent khanate was declared by
Shahverdi Khan, a descendant of Ziyadogul. Due to its narrow borders and little land, Ganja
was weak in terms of political, military and economic power.Therefore, Ganja Khanate was
frequently attacked by Georgians and Karabakh Khanate.However, in 1786, Javad Khan, the
head of the Ganja Khanate, established strong control in the region and prevented their
oppression by taking measures against the attacks of the neighboring Khanates [4].

In the middle of the 18th century, the population of Ganja was 18,500 people.The
reason for the decrease of the city's population compared to the previous century was the
transfer of a part of the population to Khorasan when Nadir Shah captured the city, and the
marches of the neighboring khanates to the city [3]. In the first half of the 18th century, the
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city of Ganja was a major trade center as well as a center of silk production, as an intersection
of important trade routes. The silk and "Genji" cotton fabrics produced here were highly
valued in the world market. There is not enough information about the population of this
khanate before the Russian occupation. Three quarters of the population living here are
Azerbaijani Turks. The khanate, which was constantly invaded by its neighbors, had to fight
against the Karabakh khanate, Georgia, Iran and Russia. In 1803, the commander of the
Russian troops, General Sisianov, set off from Tiflis and besieged Ganja. Among the
Azerbaijani khanates, Ganja Khanate fought the most against the Russian occupation. In the
attacks of 1804, Ganja resisted the Russian troops for a long time. However, the city was
defeated as a result of the betrayal of the non-Muslim community in Ganja. Javad Khan and
his family members were also killed in this war. With this, the existence of Ganja Khanate
was ended.The rest were captured by the Russians. When the name of Ganja was changed to
Yelizavetpol in honor of the Russian Tsarina, the mosque in the city was converted into a
church [7, s.46-47 ]. As a result of the colonial policy of Tsarist Russia, the number of
Armenians among the population of the former Ganja Khanate is increasing as a result of the
relocation of Armenians here. Nevertheless, Azerbaijani Turks were still the majority.
According to the general description of 1833, 1141 families of Azerbaijani Turks, 868
families of Armenians lived in the city of Ganja, 2775 families of Azerbaijani Turks and 640
Armenian families lived in 78 villages and steppes around Yelizavetpol. Apparently, the
tsarism's Christianization policy had an effect on the ethnic demography of the city [3].

In 1805-1840, the commandant government operated in Ganja. As a result of the
administrative reforms carried out in 1840, Ganja joined the Georgian-Imereti governorate as
the center. In accordance with the new administrative structure of the South Caucasus, Ganja
district was included in Thilisi province in 1846. Yelizavetpol governorate was established in
1867. This development was important for the development of the city. The administration of
the Caucasus belonged to the governor with the title of Tsar in Tiflis. In 1845, all powers
were given to the viceroy, who represented the tsar directly.

As a result of the colonial policy of Tsarist Russia, the Armenians scattered in the
Caucasus tried to break the connection between the Anatolian Turks and the Azerbaijani
Turks with the encouragement and desire of the Russians. They tried to build a state at the
expense of Azerbaijani lands. Unfortunately, in some historical circumstances, as a result of
the opportunity that came to the hands of the hated Armenians, they created their state at the
expense of the lands of Azerbaijan. However, on September 27, 2020, the Azerbaijani Army,
under the leadership of Commander-in-Chief Ilham Aliyev, carried out all combat operations
at a high level, brought the hated enemy to its knees, won a glorious Victory and restored
historical justice and the territorial integrity of our country. The dream of Armenia, created at
the expense of Azerbaijani lands, remained in his heart. The Azerbaijani people and army
restored justice by proclaiming their voice of truth to the world in the 44-day Victory War.
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ORTA 9SRLORDO GONCODO iCTIMAI-SiYASI VOZiYYOT

Safarova Cinara Qabil qizi, Rzayeva Tamilla Zahir qizi
Xiilasa

Ganca an gadim sgohoarlardan biridir. Tarixi yasinin dérd min ildon ¢ox olan Gancanin
yerlosdiyi tobii cografi orazi burada yiiksok sohar modoniyyatinin, dévlatgilik ananalarinin
inkisafina ravac vermisdir. Qarbla Sorqin qovsaginda yerlogon Ganca diinyanin fathins galisan
bir ¢ox fatehlarin horb meydanina ¢evrilmidir. Comord Qassab, Usta Bondar, Cavad xan kimi
gohromanlarin rohbarliyi ilo minlorls igid goncalilor diismanlo savaslarda mordlik gostorarok
adlarim1 miiqoddas Voton torpagina axitdiglari qanlari ilo Azorbaycanin gohromanliq
salnamasina abadi olaraq yazmigslar. Gonco dovlatgiliyin, azadliq ugrunda miibarizonin har
zaman Oniindo olmusdur. Ulu Ondor Heydor Oliyev Ganco haqqinda demisdir: Ganca
Azorbaycanin, Azorbaycan xalqmnin zongin tarixini 6ziindo oks etdiron bir diyardir, gozol
sohardir. Biz hamimiz - harada yagsamagimizdan asili olmayaraq har bir azorbaycanli Goncs
ilo, onun godim vo zongin tarixi ilo foxr etmaliyik.

OBHECTBEHHO-IIOJIUTUYECKASA CUTYALIUA B I''TH/I’KE B
CPEJHEBEKOBBE

Cadghapoea Hunapa I'abun keizel, Pzaeea  Tamunna 3axup Kizol
Peszome

I'samxa — ogun U3 ApeBHeimumx ropojos.IIpupoaHo-reorpaguyeckas 30Ha ['sHKH,
BO3PAaCT KOTOPOH MNpeBBIIIAET YEThIpE THICSIYM JIET, CIOCOOCTBOBANA Pa3BUTHIO BBICOKOU
TOPOACKON KYJbTYpHl U TPAAULMN rOCYJapCTBEHHOCTH. [ 'sIH/IKa, pacIlONOKEHHas Ha CTBIKE
3anana u Bocroka, crana moneM OGUTBBI MHOTHX 3aBO€BaTelNel, MBITABIINXCS 3aBOEBATh MUD.
[Tox pyxoBoacTBoM Takux repoeB, kak JDxamapn Kacca®, Ycra banmap u [JxaBang Xan,
TBICSYM OTBAKHBIX FOHOIIEH MPOSBIJIM OTBary B 0OsIX ¢ BparoM U KPOBBIO, MPOJUTON Ha
cBaATOM 3emiue PoauHbl, HaBceraa BIHCAIM CBOM HMMEHAa B TEPOWYECKYIO JIETOIHCH
AzepOaiikana. ['ssHmka Bceraa Oblila Ha TepeiHEM Kpae O0pbOBI 3a TOCYAapCTBEHHOCTh U
cBoOony. Benmukmit mmmep [etimap AmmeB ckazan o [samke: ['sHmka — 3To 3emil,
oTpakatomiass Ooratyto wuctoputo AsepOailjpkaHa M a3epOail[UKaHCKOTO Hapojaa, 3TO
MpeKpacHbIi Topoa. Bce Mbl — Kaxawlii azepOaifpkaHel], HE3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, TJE MBI
KHUBEM, JOJDKHBI TOPAUThCS [ IHIDKOM, ee IpeBHel 1 6oraTtoil ncTopHuen.
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