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Abstract: Tiirkiye and the South Caucasus region have a long history of interactions
that span centuries. Located at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and the Middle East, the
South Caucasus has always been a center of geopolitical interest and strategic activity. With
its rich cultural diversity, rugged landscapes, and complex history, the South Caucasus is of
great importance to Tiirkiye, influencing its foreign policy and regional goals. This article
explores the various aspects of Tiirkiye’s strategic involvement with the South Caucasus,
examining the historical connections, geostrategic needs, economic partnerships, and
political challenges that define this crucial relationship.
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Central to Tiirkiye’s strategic thinking is the geostrategic significance of the South
Caucasus, which acts as a vital link between Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. The region is
an essential corridor for energy transit, enabling the flow of oil and natural gas from the
resource-rich Caspian Sea area to global markets. Tiirkiye, positioned at the intersection of
East and West, has become a key player in tapping into the region’s energy resources. It has
positioned itself as a critical transit hub, connecting suppliers in the Caspian region with
consumers in Europe.

Tiirkiye’s involvement in the South Caucasus is shaped by a mix of historical
influences, strategic needs, economic goals, and political ambitions. As the region continues
to change in response to evolving geopolitical circumstances, Tiirkiye’s role as a regional
influencer and strategic ally will be crucial in determining the future developments in the
South Caucasus and beyond.

Tirkiye’s Southern Caucasus policy is emphasizes enhancing regional cooperation,
political stability, and economic development. Tiirkiye maintains deep-rooted historical,
cultural, and economic ties with these nations, and the Southern Caucasus region acts as a
strategic bridge, linking Tiirkiye with Central Asia. These relationships are not only
significant in terms of geopolitical positioning but also serve as a platform for regional
collaboration and mutual benefits.

After the dissolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), Tiirkiye was
among the first countries to officially recognize the independence of Azerbaijan, Armenia,
and Georgia. Over the years, Tiirkiye has cultivated particularly strong relations with
Azerbaijan and Georgia, with both nations becoming key partners in various fields, including
trade, security, and energy. However, Turkish-Armenian relations have faced significant
challenges, primarily due to Armenia’s occupation of Nagorno-Karabakh region in Azerbaijan
[8]. In 1993, the Republic of Tiirkiye closed its borders with Armenia due to the latter’s
occupation of Azerbaijani territories around Nagorno-Karabakh. Diplomatic relations between
the two countries were restored after a certain period, with some concessions. In 1994-1995,
air links were established between Istanbul and Yerevan. Despite numerous attempts by
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Armenia, no political relations were established. The reason was the conditions set by
Tirkiye: Armenia was to withdraw from the occupied Azerbaijani territories and renounce the
false “genocide” claims. However, the Armenians did not fulfil these conditions: Armenia
neither withdrew from the occupied territories nor gave up its false claims [1].

To normalize relations, Tiirkiye and Armenia initiated several diplomatic efforts. As
part of this process, the Zurich Protocols were signed in 2009 following negotiations that
began in 2008. While Tiirkiye submitted the Protocols to the Grand National Assembly for
approval, Armenia referred them to its Constitutional Court for a constitutional review. The
court deemed the Protocols compatible with Armenia’s Constitution, but, on April 23, 2010,
Armenia notified Tiirkiye via a diplomatic note to its embassy in Tbilisi that it had suspended
the ratification process. Later, in February 2015, then-President Serzh Sargsyan formally
withdrew the Protocols from the Armenian Parliament and declared them null and void on
March 1, 2018 [3].

In the years following the independence of these three countries, Tiirkiye’s relations
with Azerbaijan and Georgia have significantly strengthened. Both countries have become
important strategic partners for Tiirkiye, and the High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council
(HLSC) mechanisms were established to further promote political and economic
collaboration. These regular high-level visits and ongoing diplomatic dialogues underscore
the growing political, economic, and security cooperation between Tiirkiye, Azerbaijan, and
Georgia.

Moreover, Tiirkiye has played a crucial role in fostering trilateral and quadrilateral
cooperation mechanisms, particularly with Azerbaijan, involving other regional stakeholders
as well.

Tiirkiye’s efforts in the Southern Caucasus are also reflected in large-scale
infrastructure and energy projects aimed at enhancing regional prosperity and stability. The
Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) Crude Oil Pipeline, the Baku-Thbilisi-Erzurum Natural Gas
Pipeline, and the Baku-Thilisi-Kars (BTK) Railway have become operational, facilitating the
transportation of energy and goods between the South Caucasus, Tiirkiye, and Europe.
Additionally, the Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP) has significantly boosted
Tiirkiye’s role as a key energy hub in the region. These infrastructure projects, supported by
Tiirkiye, are essential for the economic development of the Southern Caucasus and serve as
important tools for regional cooperation.

Amid the worsening of Russian-Georgian relations throughout the post-Soviet era,
reaching its peak in the August 2008 conflict over South Ossetia, Georgia’s primary economic
and political partners turned out to be Tiirkiye and Azerbaijan. Over the years, Georgian-
Turkish relations have intensified, covering various sectors, including trade, energy, and
infrastructure. A notable moment came in 2002, when the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil
pipeline’s construction was officially launched in Baku. This pipeline, a major energy project,
is considered a cornerstone of regional cooperation, connecting Azerbaijan’s oil fields to
Tiirkiye’s Mediterranean coast.

In July 2006, the BTC pipeline was officially inaugurated in Ceyhan, marking a key
moment in the energy cooperation between the three countries. The trade relations between
Tiirkiye and Georgia further deepened with the signing of free trade agreements in 2007,
which also addressed crucial issues like avoiding double taxation [4].

Energy projects in the South Caucasus did not conclude with the BTC pipeline; rather,
they laid the groundwork for further initiatives, including the Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum gas
pipeline, TANAP, and TAP. The Southern Gas Corridor was established to expand the Baku-
Thilisi-Erzurum route, facilitate the construction of the TANAP pipeline across Tiirkiye, and
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advance the TAP pipeline into Europe. The Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline, also known as
the South Caucasus Gas Pipeline, was commissioned in 2007, facilitating the export of natural
gas from the first phase of the Shah Deniz project to Georgia, Tiirkiye, and Greece. In 2012,
Azerbaijan and Tiirkiye signed an agreement for the Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline
(TANAP), initiated by Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev and then Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The following year, in 2013, the Shah Deniz consortium selected the
Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) to transport Azerbaijani gas from Tiirkiye’s border to southern
Italy. These developments have made it possible to realize the Southern Gas Corridor,
effectively linking the Shah Deniz gas field to European markets via southern Italy [2].
Initially proposed by the European Commission in 2008, the Southern Gas Corridor aims to
create a strategic supply route for natural gas from the Caspian and Middle Eastern regions to
Europe.

On May 6, 2014, the Tirkiye-Georgia-Azerbaijan Trilateral Summit was held in Thilisi,
attended by Turkish President Abdullah Giil, Azerbaijani President ilham Aliyev, and
Georgian President Giorgi Margvelashvili. In his opening remarks, President Giil emphasized
the strong and multifaceted cooperation among the three countries, highlighting major
regional projects such as the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline, the Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum Gas
Pipeline, and the Baku-Thilisi-Kars Railway. He noted that these projects significantly
contribute to the stability and prosperity of the South Caucasus. The summit focused on
enhancing trilateral cooperation and exploring new opportunities for regional development
[7].

Following the favorable political environment created after the Second Karabakh War, a
new initiative was launched to facilitate the gradual normalization of relations between
Tiirkiye and Armenia through direct dialogue.

Through a series of meetings between the Special Representatives, progress was made,
leading to the resumption of direct flights on February 2, 2022. Additionally, it was agreed to
open the Tirkiye-Armenia border to third-country citizens and to initiate air cargo trade
between the two countries starting from July 1, 2022.

Tiirkiye has established strong diplomatic relationships with Azerbaijan and Georgia,
engaging in trilateral summits to address issues related to regional security, economic
collaboration, and strategic initiatives [6]. Tiirkiye works closely with Azerbaijan and Georgia
on military training programs, joint exercises, and defense agreements, all of which play a
vital role in enhancing regional security and stability. This trilateral cooperation framework
not only improves border security but also bolsters military capabilities in response to
potential regional threats. “Tiirkiye, Azerbaijan, and Georgia share a strong and productive
military partnership, reflecting their dedication to promoting peace, stability, and security not
only within the region but also on a global scale”, stated Turkish Deputy Minister of National
Defence Yunus Emre Karaosmanoglu during a conference on international defense and
security in Batumi [5].

Additionally, Tirkiye fosters cultural diplomacy through educational programs,
scholarships, and cultural initiatives designed to strengthen historical and linguistic
connections with nations in the South Caucasus.

Conclusion

Tiirkiye’s collaboration with the South Caucasus encompasses various sectors, with
energy, trade, security, and diplomacy serving as the foundation of their relations. The
strategic partnership, especially with Azerbaijan and Georgia, is fueled by mutual economic
interests, geopolitical factors, and cultural connections. These joint efforts have not only
promoted regional stability but have also established Tiirkiye as a vital link between Europe
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and the South Caucasus. Looking ahead, ongoing cooperation in infrastructure development,
energy diversification, and security partnerships will be essential for sustaining and enhancing
these relationships.
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TURKIYO VO CONUBI QAFQAZ. GEOSiYASI DINAMIKA VO
OMOKDASLIQ

Ismayilova Elmira Cavansir qizt
Xiilasa

Tirkiyo vo Conubi Qafgaz regionu osrlorlo davam edon uzunmiiddatli qarsiliglh
olagolora malikdir. Avropa, Asiya vo Orta Sorgin koasismoasinds yerloson Conubi Qafgaz
homiso geosiyasi maraqlarin vo strateji foaliyyatin markozi olmusdur. Zoangin moadani
mixtalifliyi, ¢otin relyefi vo miirokkob tarixi ilo Conubi Qafqaz Tiirkiys ti¢lin bdyiik
ohamiyyat kasb edir va onun xarici siyasatini vo regional hodoflorini formalasdirir. Bu mogalo
Tiirkiyanin Conubi Qafqgazla strateji amokdasliginin miixtalif aspektlorini arasdiraraq, tarixi
olagolor, geostrateji ehtiyaclar, igtisadi torafdasliglar vo bu vacib miinasibatlori miioyyan edon
siyasi ¢atinliklora nazar salir.
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TYPIUA U FOKHBIN KABKA3. TEOIIOJIUTUYECKAS IMHAMHUKA U
COTPYIJHHUYECTBO

Hcmaunosa Inemupa /Ircasanmiuposna
Pezrome

Typuus u permon FOxHoro KaBkaza HMMEIOT MHOTOBEKOBYIO  HCTOPHUIO
B3auMoJeiicTBuil. PacnonoskeHHblil Ha nepeceueHun EBpomnbl, A3um u binxnero Boctoka,
HOxwnbiii KaBkaz Bcerma Obul IIEHTPOM T'€OMOJUTUYECKUX HHTEPECOB M CTPaTErHuecKoit
aktuBHOCTH. OOnamas OoraTeiM KyJIbTYpHBIM pa3HOOOpa3ueM, CIIOXHBIM pelbedhoM u
HenpocToi uctopuei, FOxuseiii KaBka3z umeer 6ompinoe 3nauenue ains Typuuu, Biausis Ha e€
BHEUIHIOIO MTOJINTUKY U PETMOHAJIbHBIE 11€JU. B JaHHOH cTaThbe paccMaTpUBAaIOTCS pa3IudHbIe
aCmeKThl cTpareruueckoro Bi3aumopeictBus Typuuu c IOxubpiMm KaBkasom, BkIrouas
UCTOPUYECKHE CBSI3U, I€OCTPATErHYecKue MOTPEOHOCTH, SKOHOMHUYECKOE IAPTHEPCTBO U
MOJIMTUYECKHE BHI30BBI, OMPEEIIAIONINE ITH OTHOIICHHUS.
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